
 

                                                      TOGETHER, WE EMPOWER ALL STUDENTS TO BELIEVE IN THEMSELVES, TO ACHIEVE, AND TO DREAM. 

Rainy River 

DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 
June 10, 2020   

 
 
Dear parents and guardians, 
 
With just a few weeks left of the 2019-2020 school year, I want to thank families for your patience and 
perseverance as we all adapted to a new way of teaching and learning.  
 

Throughout this time of distance learning, staff have focused on continuing the development of students’ 
learning and learning skills, while supporting their well-being and mental health needs. In recognition of 
the challenges for students associated with this change in teaching and learning, teachers have assessed 
and evaluated student learning using a Do No Harm philosophy. This philosophy, simply put, entails that 
students can only improve their marks from March 13th on, not decrease their marks. 

 
Students will receive final report cards, with marks reflecting work completed up to March 13th, as well as 
any work completed after April 6 that serves to improve the student’s final mark. Report card comments 
will focus on what students have learned, describe significant strengths and identify next steps for 

learning and improvement. Indicating the next steps for each student’s learning will help to inform 
teachers’ planning in the fall of 2020.    
 

We are beginning to plan for what September might look like with respect to returning to school. This 
planning continues to follow the guidelines from health officials and direction from the Ministry of 
Education, in order to ensure the health and safety of students and staff.  To assist us in this planning, we 
invite you to share your thoughts on the question, what do we need to consider to make sure you feel 
safe and supported as we plan for an eventual return to the classroom?  Please visit: 
https://my.thoughtexchange.com/scroll/548774114.   
 

To further support our students in their learning, we will be offering various programming for students, 
including an online Summer Learning Program for students in Kindergarten (Year 2) to Grade 5 from 
August 10-28, 2020. Programs will be led by qualified teachers using online platforms, providing students 
with two hours of fun and engaging learning sessions each day. The Summer Learning Program will run in 
conjunction with the Connected North @Home Summer program. Students will be involved in a variety of 

virtual and hands on activities with providers from places such as, the Michigan Science Museum and 
Toledo Zoo. To register, please visit http://www.rrdsb.com/summer_learning_2020. Additional summer 
programming is also being organized, so watch for more information soon. 
 
While schools remain closed due to the pandemic, families who have children to register for Kindergarten 
can register virtually, if they haven't already done so. In addition, students who are new to RRDSB can  
register online now, as well. Please visit us at  www.rrdsb-registration.com.  

 
Once again, thank you for your continued partnership in support of your children during this 
unprecedented time. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Heather Campbell 
Director of Education  

EDUCATION CENTRE 
522 Second St. E. 

Fort Frances, ON 
P9A 1N4 
Phone:  807 274 9855 

Fax:    807 274 5078 
Toll Free: 1 800 214 1753 
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PARENT/FAMILY UPDATE: Supporting, Assessing and 
Reporting Student Achievement and Well-Being  

As we near the end of this school year, teachers will be continuing to provide meaningful learning 
opportunities that are connected to the Ontario curriculum, as well as provide end-of-year reports.  It is our 
commitment that assessment, evaluation, and reporting will be fair, transparent and equitable for all 
students and will focus on growth in learning and improvement.  

Elementary School: Assessment and Evaluation Update  
As we have been teaching, assessing and evaluating within a Do No Harm philosophy, final marks for all 
elementary students will not be lower than the mark they had prior to school closures on March 13, 2020. 
Students have been given opportunities to improve their final grade throughout the distance learning 
time.  Please know that our schools welcome conversations with parents/guardians should you have any 
questions or concerns with your child’s progress.    

Below is important information related to assessment and reporting for students and families. 

Kindergarten educators will: 

• Complete an end of year Communication of Learning that covers all learning from the start of Term Two 
until March 13.  Educators may include evidence of progress during distance learning where it serves to 
demonstrate improvement in a student’s achievement. 

• Focus comments on what students have learned, describing, where possible, significant strengths and 
identifying next steps for further learning. 

• Use professional judgement when reporting, considering the challenging circumstances and the different 
learning environments students have at home.  

Grades 1-8 educators will: 

• Complete an end of year report card that will cover all learning from the beginning of Term Two up until 
March 13. Educators may provide feedback to students on their progress in the core subject areas 
(Grades 1 to 3: math and literacy; Grades 4 to 8: math, literacy, science and social studies).  

• Focus comments on what students have learned, describing, where possible, significant strengths and 
identifying next steps for further learning. 

• Include evidence of progress during distance learning when determining marks/grades where it serves to 
demonstrate improvement in a student’s achievement.  

• Use professional judgement to determine final marks/grades in light of the challenging circumstances 
and the different learning environments students have at home.  

Time has been set aside for elementary educators to complete report cards on the afternoons of June 18th 
and June 19th.   As such, synchronous learning activities and virtual “office” hours for teacher assistance will 
not be available during these times.   

This year, all elementary report cards, including the Kindergarten Communication of Learning, will be mailed 
to parents/guardians.  As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please connect with your child’s 
teacher and/or school administration.  

Mission: “Together, we empower all students to believe in themselves, to achieve, and to dream.” 

Vision: “The Rainy River District School Board is an innovative community, nurturing hearts and minds, to build a foundation for tomorrow, today.” 

This publication is available in accessible formats upon request. 


